20.2.,77.

REFERENCE FROM THE CYPRIOT BRLNCH

1) _Report of Commission

1. . h meeting of the Cypriot Branch Committec on. January 4th referred
certain questions to the District Committec. The Distriet Scerctariat appointed
& Commission of George Bridges, Kay Beauchamp and John Mahon to prepare the
Question for the February D.P.C. meeting, o j

2. The Commission has examined the following documents - ) i
(a) "Report-of the mecting of 4th Jenuery; '(b) Statemont made by Cdol,:-
Doganis at this-mceting; fc)i Letter and’ statement dated 24th JTanuery from

Cde. Joarinides in reply to questions forrulated by the Cormission, The
Commission elsc had a personel telk with Cde. Joannides.

B We censider that the report of the meeting of Januery 4th raises two
questions, Onc was the political attitude.of Cdo. Joannides, a lecading member
of the Branch and oditor of tho baper "Vema", tc his Porty responsibilitics,
The sccond wes in connecetion with colluctive responsibility -in verious sphercs
of Cypriot work, including the Press. M o P g 8 G g

We cbnsidor that the second issuc is' for the Cypriot Breanch leadership
to handle, and thet the District Commiticc is not colled upon to discuss"it.
We confine ocur report to the position of Cde. Joennides. Bosas 8241
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4. . A% the Cypriot Branch Tanuary meeting there was criticism of Cde.
Joannides on & number of issues, including his Tailure to" develop collective
work and close association with the Cypriot comredes in London, his-attitudc
to the leadership and policy of the Party in ‘Cyprus, end his attitude as Editor
of *Vema" in recgard to publishing ncws and comment concerning the recent Y e '
cxpulsions from the Party in Cyprus, - .. - . AR s

B We take ‘the vicw that the controversy is brought to a-‘hoad: on the
question of the way in which "Vema', under the editorship of Cde. Jéénnidcs,‘_*
handled thc guestion of the expulsions from the Cypriot Party. This is:the
most serious question reiscd, and the one on which-definite evidonee in the
form of the printed issucs of "Veme! is available,

6. Recently the Executive Committce of the Party in Cyprus cxpclled a
number of poeple nceupying leading peste who onnosed the pelicy, of unity with
Greece without conditions, and later wers revealed as agenits .of British _
imperialism. The reasons.for the cxpulsion :and “the concrete chorges against
the expelled werc given in full in +he documents of the Cyprus Party. This
matter aroused grest interest in public opinion in Cyprus and in thc Cypriot )
community in London. The cnemies of the Party devolopod en all-sout campaign "
egainst the Party. : e ‘ o ‘- ik o

There cen be no question thet in such o situetion. it was en urgent -
politieel ngceessity that "Vema carricd not only the news of the ecxpulsions but o
a full cxplanation, that it should give full publiecity to the dcgisions-mf&theu;;%“r'ff"'
Perty in Cyprus, that it should beocome an orgeniscr of the whole fight against -7+ -
the attempts of British imperialism' t¢ confuse cnd disrupt the ranks. of the
Cyprioct movement.

How did "Vema" deanl with this situation?

ran Thore appcared in "Vema" on 6th Scptomber a s;all,nggs itgm, the moterial
heving been given to Cde. Joannides tco lete for o lorger ﬁfﬁgtnmnt, Not a
single word eppeared in the issuc of 13th Scptember. In that of 20th Scptember
Cde. Joanpides wrote o short item, gencral, unsigned, and not mentioning the
concrete charges ageinst the expelled. "Veme® wes completely silent on the
matter in the issues of September 27th eond October 4th. Only after Cdc. Pefkos
hed roised the mettér at the Brench Cormittce end written o detailed account

of the expulsicns did "Vema", on October 1lth, give its readorﬁ;Fgg‘facta;u
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In his stetement Cde. Jcennides does net dispute this record of fact.

We . can only characterise this situation in the following monner - thet
at a momgqtiwhsn:ogr brother Party in Cyprus was cerrying through a political
operay;gnfof]exceptional importance, when it was fighting to carry through
dééiSEOHwahiehﬂhadAbeen epproved by the Greoek. and British Pertics, and-whon it
was entitled to expect -that "Vena should lead the fight for thcse decisicrs
against the efforts of the enemy to spread confusicn, "Weral cormletely. failed
ic do its duty -~ 'in fact for several wecks tVera® added ﬁo'%hé'ocnfuéfgﬁtxmﬁﬂzs
wes a grave disservice tolthe Party end a service to the cless eneny. This
situation.wag'not corrected by Cde. Jecannides, but only by the intervention of
Cde. Pefkos,. v o '

responsible leading Corrmnist, must bear full féépqgggpilitg.

For this situation Cde. Joannides, as the. cditor of the paper end-a

8. ', The question rust-be asked — "How wes it possible for a comradc of the
long-stending Party membership, vearied experiencc end Dersonal abilityv of (Cde...
Joennides %o bring about such an impernissible situation® :

i This question is not clearly answered "y fdg. Joznnides, ‘who while
admitting the facts, and denying that he was motivated by political sympathy
with the expelled, fails to give any other cxplenation. A clear oxplenaiion
is nocessery, and the District Committec should demond it in. the inserests
both of the Party and of Cde. Joennides® fuiure as a Corrminiss, '

9 We rust draw attontion to certain facts which arc relevans:

w4 (2) . For a considerable period Cde. Joannides had developed an !
isolation from other comrsdes, expresscd in failurc tc orgenisccolleetive work
in the mormal Comrmnist menner. Instead of personally léading’ *he fight %o
establish en Editorial Committee, he permiited this. decision o be completely
lost. He concentrated in his own hends all the respongible work in conncotion
with the paper, writing the great majority of the material himsel? for a long
period., e s L B S - '

(b)  There erc a numboer of indications, such'es lack of suffiotent. . -
interest im the politicel use of the pross and the failure to Tfully assaciato
with the Cypriot groups: end to usc his undoubted abilities tc develop new
corrades,: thet he hed lost political keeness and was working in a routine end

formal masnner.

Gdeglioannid@s pleads over-work and health difficuliivs leading
to exhsustion and polétichl ‘staleness, but he does no% explainwhy he did-no%
raise this matter with tho other comrades and with the Distriet Committoc.

(¢) ° Fron Cde. Joannides' own statement of his rcletions with the.
leadership of the Perty in Cyprus, it is clear that there were'at teasy :

rggervations instcad of the full political support and cciwadely and colloctive
work which should have existed, vet agein Cde. Joonnides Cid not raise this
question with the Party. i & S

T

It is for Cdo. Joannides to lcok back for the origin and develop-
ment of theso wesknesses and to ask himself whether he hos nos worked in an
individualist end petit beourgeois manner rather then in the -way & responrsible
comrade should work; . and has therefore allowed his po1it;qgl work %o degencrate,
to the advantage of the enemy. B '

A0 The fact that such en uﬂsatisfactory situation was permitied to exist
~for so 1dhg with leading responsibilities in the hands of one- comrade -without
"leny effective control by the leedership is one on which %hn Cypriot Branch
imast exercise serious self-critiecism.
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o EEIN Mumbers of the Cyprlot Branch have roised the question. as te whether
Cde. Joannldcs has been notivaied by political sympathy end has had any’ personal
connections with the uxpellod cde. Joannides categorically dénies thc

allegation cf politicel sympathy, and Stutbs ‘his unswerving agreement with the
policy of unicn of Greece without rescrvdtlons, 'Ho claims thet his contoct with

-;ftha expelled was linited to normel incidents of Party Iife in 1950 and 1951 and
thet since the expu1510ﬁ in 1952 he has hed no confietion with them.. . He declares

thet certain peoplc spread tho rumcur that he’is zn agent of British 1Nperlallsm
end demands the right to'defend himself ageinst this accusation. There is not

,ev1dence before us. whlch would warreant us meking eny stetement on thesc points.

' 112. ;l _We thercforo rocﬂnmmnd to the District Committce the adoptzon of the
~ following décision end -its communlcatlon to the Cyprlot Branch lcgdcrsh;p ané to

Gde. Jcannldesc—

{1)  Having cxemined the treatment by "Vemal of the issue of the
expulsion by our Perty in Cyprus of a group of a fracticnal character which

) opposad tle Party policy end has been revealed as en agency of British imperialism,
‘wg cornsifer that tho sttitudo of "Voma® from the 4th Soptomber up to 11th
JOctOber was conplqtely ‘impermissible, failed fo fight f"r the lﬂno of tho Party,
and holpe@ tho eneny in his attack on tho ?arty, '

o (2) That Odeu Jannides beors the politlcpl rosponszblllty'for this
vory surluus 51tuat1cn. '

(3) ‘That it is nocessary te remove Che. Joannides from all ‘responsible
positions in connection with end arising from tho worn of tho Cypriot Branch end
to inform the Party in Cyprus aecordingly.

(4) Taklng into account “the long rocoré of service to the Purty and to

,tha prfiot POOplQ which Gdﬁ. Joannldos hes, the District CO”ﬂlttOO deeides to
::llmlt ita o;genlsatwanal measurs to that of reroval fTon responsible positions and

sevVerec Censure,. at. the sane . tine frankly warning Cdc, Joannides thet hig whole .
future devolcpnont as. & Oommunlst gnd a flghter fcr Lhe Cypr ot pooplo roqulroo

.selfucriticiSN of the hast serxnus charectov

(5) That @s thaso declslons moan tho renoval of cde. IOanlaeu from
full tima work fcr tha Parly, the District Gmrrnttoo “will: intcrust 1tself in, the

'question of Gde, Joennides' futurc employnmnt end livelihood and in tho ks
"re-establlshment of his hcalth : iy =

: (6 i The Dlstrlct Commlttoo roqucsts Cdo.‘j\ﬂnnndes, as’ r matter of
urgency. o nake a statement explaining ‘why from September 4%h to October 11th
he did not.adequately deal ‘with the expulsion.issue in ”Vema“ .end, when he has
been, sble. to settle his economic and porscnal ques tions, to submit as soon as

‘poasiblel & further. .Btatement and to make proposals for working in some field for
‘the Party in’ Whlch he .can demenstrate.- hlS doterﬁanatlon and ablllty te. correct o

]

thc Weaknesses he has shown. i

was )

- (2] Letter fron Gde. E. Joannides.

19.2.53,

-Dear Gde. Mahan,

R have recelved the draft proPosgls of the COHMlSSWCL for whlch I
'thank you.; As I expected different conclusions énd I was under the’ irpression

“that the - oplnlonsof other 'corrades Wero tc- be sought, your decisions come to mne
quulto és a 'shoeck, “ T only hope that tho future will. stralghten out this: tqnglo

end will revoal that ‘I have. aeted’ glways faithfully and 1oy lly as a Party _'

ngnber an& have scrupulously carrleﬁ out decislons.

Perhaps, at thls stags, you will allow mo o corrcct ono or two

-manor 1naccuracles contalncd in- “the’ Draft and nake stategenm re ths treatment
of the expulslons 1n “Vema“ o
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A, . Re the mecting of the 4th Jenuary. Of the 16 comrades whe ™ speke seven '
criticised me, onc condemmed tho entire leadership and threc mede general '
criticisms and suggestions. : oy

B, - On page 3, the draft states, that I claim that my relations with those
expelled werc the normal relations before their expulsion and that since then I

had no- connection with then, As ,this might give the impression that I was in

contact with them I want to correct it. ' F

. Two of them - Adamentos and Nouris — I rct for the first time in 1950
in-Englend, the first when we served on the Peoples Natiocnal Delegation, and the
sccond when he camc herc to complete his studics. -’ I met: them in Cyprus in 1957,
fifteen menths before the expulsicns - Adanentos-in. Famogusta end Nouris one
evening when we had'a meal togcther elong with Cde. Papeiosnnou, his wife
Cacoyiannis and his wife.

- Serven; I met twice in Iondon when he camc here on delegaticns -and
saw him briefly in Cyprus in 21951 in the Party cfficcs. Cacoyiennis I ncw
quite well as he studied here, he was the sceretary of our students organisation
and. a member of our Committec. I saw him twice in Gyprus in 1951, - once cs
nentioned above -~ end another.time when he and his wifc invited me to luneh. I
had two letters from him since he returned to Cyprus in 1950 - I have enclosed
them with my report — the second which came to me by hand vie Cdc. Pefkos, was
Cated February last year, six ronths before the cxpulsions, which I did not
ENswWer.

Thisis the contact.I had with then,

With regard to tho expulsions and their troctment in *Vera", I have
thought the matter over very deeply. Hero I went to say unreservedly, that in
the light of, subsequent.developments the treatment. in "Vemal was wrong, that I
ought tc have come out sherply irmediately against: those expelled and that B
consequently I bear the responsibility for thot misteke. The rcasons for the
treatment were the followingim & : ‘

a) As I stated in my roport, basing oursclves on the deeision
epproved by tho International Cormittec we treated "Vema' not strictly as
Party orgen but as the broad petriotic organ of our-corrmnity hore, and very
marely ‘dealt in it with inner Party questions. - {As.an example of how we
viewed "Vema" I mention the fcet thet last November when we callod o meeting
to elect a delegate to the Vienna Congress, wo ecalled it under the auspices
of "Veme" instcad of tho co-ordinating committee, in order to have wider appecl) .

b) - Following the guidence provided on similar issues by the Daily
Workor, questions cof that charagter were briefly mentioned in "Vema® and the
Party issues involvod werc discusscd in the EYOUDS . This id the policy we have
pursued over a number of ycars, . :

c) From the report of the LKEL Congress given to us by Cde.
Kerrigen we knew that an opposition freetion existed in LXEL end we naturally
concluded that its expulsion would be ineviteble. But whether therc wers
sericus political differcnces underlying.that oppogition. - differences over
tho Party line - personelly I was nct clear about.

a) Reading the decisions of the AKEL C.C. re tho oexpulsions I
gathered .the impression that those cxpelled were primerily accused of opportupism.
end of fractional activities against the Party lecadership. Conscquently I -
dealt with them in that way end wrote the comments from that angle,

é)‘_'fThat in no way was I intenéing :to restrict publicity re the
expulsions can Lo borne by the fact.that whon.@dew Pefkos phefied me: toisay -that il
he‘ﬁéd'writteﬁ_an_articlc:about them I esked him:to. let me have it for irmediate
publication. - He suggested, however, that it.would.be. botter if- the article
were read end epproved by the ngqrdingting,pommittee.;s in.that case it would
be an official Party document end carry more weight, The article « was read,
approved and published in the nenme- of - the cormittee. - - : Con
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This of course does not exeusc wmy failure to see clearly the political
issues underlying the expulsions - instead of sececing them as an crgonisational
motsure » end deal with them accordingly, I heppencd at the time too, to be
working on the translation and the proofs of "The British Road to Socialism' and
to be involved in a lot of reading concerning the question of the Noguib: dictator—
ship in Egypt over which thore wes dispgroement on " the Middle East Cormittce"

oend thet is an adled reeson I cid not find time to delve more decply with tho
abovo.

I reiterete thet I never had an could not heve had any syrpathy with
those cxpelled, that I have alweys supported our Party in Cyprus, thot I stood
nlways by tho sido of the Cypriots in their struggclo for national freodom end
geonomic advenco end nover failed as far as I could, as a Party member and
Secretery of the Cormmittee for Cyprus Affairs, to do ny duty towards the Cyprus
people.

I slsc want to sey thot I heve always carried our deeisicns feithfully,
elways sirove to premote colleetive work and assist comwades in their develépmont
and whatever shortcenings may heve eppeared thoy were not doo tc lack of
intention on ny pert but simply to physical fastera cnd occessionally fo the lacgk
of eo~operation by other leading conrades. I am sorry thet I did not mention
tho difficulties I was faced with to the Party, but simply I find 11 oxcoodingly
difficult to complain or ploa - 1t is of course a mistako.

In conclusion comredes I say that though I foel in myself convinced
that I have always worked loyally and to the moximun of my capaclity as o Party
mowbor end I hope that eventually the whole of this situation will be clarifiod
and rectified, I went to cdoelare here that whatevor the final Party decisions
nay be, they will be eecepted by mo and that whatever happens nothing con
sheke my faith in, or leyalty to the Party.

Yours fraoternally,
E, Joennides.

P8, 4 I fecl reelly undor torrific strain end thoroughly fatigued I
would like to be given, if possible, two or three months rest from political
work to roet, particulerly montally., I heve been gremted 4 wecks leave ending
on February 2lst, I went to say hore that I got peid for one week (whileo I
wae 11l in bed with 'flu) end am volunterily foregeing the rest of the money
es I have menaged to do en odd jobs  Also that I heve succecded tc seecuro
employment for the irmedietc future end tho Perty should not feel any
popusucibi ity oy that ogorg tnee I hovo rested and for) fit eeain, T will
subnit to you the furither etetement asked for with proposels re my future
work.
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